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SUMMARY 

The Montagu’s Harrier is a rare and threatened bird species in Hungary with an estimated 
40 - 80 breeding pairs.  
The objective of the field workshop was “international exchange of knowledge, exchange 
visit in the field / Involving of V4 researchers / survey volunteers in the search of 
Montagu’s Harrier”. The workshop was held in Kunpeszér, Hungary between 12-16 
August 2020. Altogether 15 invited participants attended it representing the four project 
partner organisations (6), MME BirdLife Hungary (2), National Park Directorates (2) and 
volunteers (5) involving key Montagu’s Harrier experts from all four Visegrad Fund states.  
The Kiskunság region is one of the core distribution areas for the Montagu’s Harrier 
within Hungary, therefore the location was ideal to present semi-natural breeding 
habitats of the species and the related conservation challenges to foreign experts in the 
field. The programme was adjusted to the expected high daily temperature. Field visits 
were paid in the morning and late afternoon hours while technical discussions took place 
at the farm accommodation during the mid-day heat hours and in the evenings.  
Besides continuous informal technical discussions six Power Point presentations were 
held by the delegates of the partner organisations and by MME BirdLife Hungary on the 
status, research and conservation of the Montagu’s Harrier in the Visegrad Four countries. 
Six breeding territories of Montagu’s Harrier were visited for checking the number and 
status of recently fledges juvenile harriers and breeding habitat types. One communal 
roost site of 11 Montagu’s Harrier was discovered.  
In the organiser’s opinion the workshop days were efficiently spent, and the objective of 
the workshop was successfully completed. 
 
Workshop organisers: 
András Kovács (Imperial Eagle Foundation) 
Zoltán Turny (MME/BirdLife Hungary) 
 

Report preparation: 
Zoltán Turny (MME/BirdLife Hungary) 
András Kovács (Imperial Eagle Foundation) 
Gábor Papp (independent) 
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PARTICIPANTS 

Czech Republic Karel Poprach (TYTO, Right4) 
Czech Republic Petr Pavelcik (TYTO, R1) 
Slovak Republic Vladimír Nemček (Saola, R3) 
Poland Piotr Dębowski (Bocian, R5) 
Poland Jarosław Waldemar Matusiak (Bocian, R2) 
Hungary Márton Árvay (MME BirdLife Hungary) 
Hungary Sára Gittinger (volunteer) 
Hungary Laura Godó (volunteer, Left4) 
Hungary Hunor Győrffy (Kiskunság National Park Directorate, L2) 
Hungary Péter Hencz (volunteer, L3) 
Hungary András Kovács (Imperial Eagle Foundation, R6) 
Hungary Péter Ócsai (Duna-Ipoly National Park Directorate) 
Hungary Attila K. Szabó (volunteer, L1) 
Hungary Zoltán Turny (MME BirdLife Hungary, L6) 
Hungary Zsófia Vig (volunteer, L5) 

 
  

Photo: Petr Pavelcik 
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TECHNICAL REPORT 

Wednesday, August 12, 2020 

18:00-20:30 
Location: Kunpeszér, Jóna-tanya (Jóna farm) 1., Hungary 
Arrival of Hungarian and foreign experts, occupation of accommodation. 
 
20:30-01:30 
Dinner, informal discussions, introduction. 
 
Thursday, August 13, 2020 
08:00-12:30 
Location: Kunpeszér, Peszéradacsi meadows, Hungary 

Objective: Our goal was to show our guests what is the vegetation like in these dry, 
patchily wooded, shrubby nesting habitats called “turjános” in Hungarian. Additionally, 
we also intended to collect information regarding the breeding success of a late-nesting 
breeding pair here. In the morning, our guests paid a visit to two unique Montagu’s 
Harrier (Circus pygargus) (hereinafter referred to as MH) nesting habitats in the Duna-
Ipoly National Park. One of them is closed from public being a military area, which 
operates as a shooting range and place for destruction of explosion materials. Despite of 
all this, it is considered to be one of the best breeding habitats in the region. The other 
place is free to visit for anyone.  

Activity: We made observations in two separate groups using binoculars and spotting 
scopes. The local national park ranger presented us the area. We also photographed all 
MH individuals we saw.  We examined the vegetation and took careful notes on and 
discussed the behaviour of the nesting pairs. 

 

 Photo: Andras Kovacs 
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Results: At the main entrance of the military area we observed two males and one female 
MH hunting. In the other area that can be freely visited we could detect the two fledged 
juveniles of that particular late-nesting pair thus proving their successful season. 
Here we also observed and photographed three more additional males, one of which could 
be identified by its individual marks as a member of a breeding pair nesting 20 kilometres 
away from here. Additionally, much to the delight of our guests, we also found some 
botanical curiosities and other interesting vertebrate, strictly protected species such as 
European Ground-Squirrel and Short-toed Eagle. 
 

 
 

Conclusions: The abovementioned pair raised two chicks successfully and based on their 
behaviour they did not have other chicks left in the nest. A male, known to have bred 
unsuccessfully this June 20 kilometres from here, did not migrate yet but instead stayed 
in the area and visited a neighbouring, still active, territory. The other nesting pair most 
likely failed to breed. Nesting in such disturbed habitats is unprecedented abroad.  
 
14:30-19:30 
Location: Kunpeszér, Alsó-Peszéri rétek, Hosszú-hát, Hungary 

Objective: To present the dry more open steppe habitat of the Alsó-peszéri rétek Natura 
2000 area. We also intended to determine the habitat patches with GPS a particular pair 
used for foraging. The close nesting of MH and Eastern Imperial Eagle (Aquila heliaca) was 
discussed in details. We visited and examined three roosting sites of a satellite-tracked 
male. We checked a formerly known territory which had not been visited yet.  

Activity: Checking on a MH territory using binoculars and spotting scopes. We visited the 
roosting site where a VHF receiving unit was formerly deployed and removed it. We also 
carried out a count at the roosting site.   

 

Photo: Zsófia Víg 
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Results, conclusions:  
Alsó-peszéri rétek: Altogether we observed three different male MHs and recorded GPS 
coordinates of the used habitat patches which later will be entered into the national park 
database. At the breeding site we couldn’t find any harriers, only one hunting bird in the 
distance. Unfortunately, no proof of their nesting was found. The discovered two northern 
roosting sites have denser reed vegetation compared to that of nest sites. Here we didn’t 
see additional individuals. At the southern site we saw an immature male, two adult males 
and a female. Interestingly an immature Short-toed Eagle spent the night close to the 
harriers. In the past two years, we did not have data of Montagu’s Harriers here. It turned 
out that the roosting site was not used solely by the satellite-tagged individual but also by 
others as well. The maintenance of this habitat patch may contribute to the protection of 
several individuals. Downloading the data did not reveal new details about the movement 
of the satellite-tagged male. At least two adult males and an immature MHs, one immature 
Short-toed Eagle and a similar aged White-tailed Eagle were observed in the Hosszú-hát 
area. At the end of the day, some of the group could see a few Stone Curlews (Burhinus 
oedicnemus) in an agricultural area nearby.  
 
20:30-01:30 

Location: Accommodation, Jóna Farm, Kunpeszér, Hungary 

Objective: The aim of the two presentations from Hungary was to present an overall 
picture about the Hungarian situation to the foreign participants. The presentations 
informed them about the scope our study and the methods we use to monitor the 
population and also about the changes occurred in the population at a national scale. 

Activity: PPT presentations and exchange of knowledge among experts.  

Presentations: 

- Márton Árvay (MME): The habitat-use of a satellite-tracked male MH in Hungary. 
- Zoltán Turny (MME) The population changes and range shifting of the MH in 

Hungary. 

Photo: Piotr Debowski 
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Results, conclusions:  
The hunting range of the tagged bird differs somewhat from what was experienced in 
foreign birds, particularly in its extent and the use of closed forest patches. In abroad, 
experience with extensively managed grasslands in relation to the species is scarce, thus 
the presentation provided novel information for the foreign experts. It turned out that 
Polish and Czech satellite-tagged MHs had visited these areas before as well. We also were 
provided with the tracks of two different Czech birds giving us an insight of their 
movements in other, less studied national parks. We also drew the foreign experts’ 
attention to that Hungarian colour-ringed birds may occur in their areas. 
 
 
Friday, August 14, 2020 
08:00-12:30 
Location: Nagy-rét, Kunszentmiklós, Hungary 

Objective: To visit the Nagy-rét near Kunszentmiklós, which is a Natura 2000 site and 
frequented by MHs on a regular basis. To record GPS coordinates in relation to the 
habitats they use. To search for a satellite-tagged Hungarian individual as well as to 
download data remotely from its data logger. 

 

 
 

Activity: Observation with binoculars and spotting scopes at two different sites. Using of 
a VHF receiving unit. Ms. Sarolta Erdős local ranger of Kiskunság National Park welcomed 
the team. 

Result, conclusions: Based on observations and earlier fixes of the Hungarian tagged MH 
the species regularly occur here. Contrary to all expectations, we only saw one juvenile 
and one adult female. The tagged bird did not show at all. Most likely, the local birds had 
already left the area and northern migrants have not arrived yet. Later, we were allowed 

Photo: Attila K. Szabó 
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to study the tracks of the Czech bird in details revealing that it visited this particular 
habitat patch a week after the workshop took place. Previously, there was no proof of 
foreign birds to visit this area. We also provided information to our guests about grassland 
management and discussed the impact of the invasive Russian Olive (Eleagnus 
angustifolia) on natural grasslands. Since the area is home to several strictly protected 
species we could relatively easily observe different age-groups of Eastern Imperial Eagle, 
Great Bustard (Otis tarda), Saker Falcon (Falco cherrug) and Red-footed Falcon (Falco 
vespertinus) as well. 

 

 
 
14:30-19:30 

Location: Peszér-Adacsi rétek (strictly protected area) Kunpeszér, Hungary. Hungarian 
Meadow Viper habitat. 

Objective: To check a recently discovered MH nesting site.  

Activities: Observation using binoculars, spotting scopes. Using a VHF receiving unit. 
Photo documentation of observed birds. We discussed the behaviour of the birds to decide 
the probability of their nesting. 

Results, conclusions: One adult male MH was patrolling the area; however, no proof was 
recorded whether it is breeding or not. An unexpected amount of 11 (!) MHs were seen at 
dusk to gather for roosting in close proximity to Marsh Harriers and even a Short-toed 
Eagle. The photos obtained during the day enabled us to differentiate the individuals seen 
from each other. This roosting site was unknown to us before. We found a specimen of the 
endemic Hungarian Meadow Viper (Vipera ursinii rakosiensis) which provided valuable 
data for herpetologists. MHs favour grasslands which are also viper habitats, therefore, it 
emerged that we should study the diet of the local breeding pairs. We discovered the 
carcass of a female or young Hen Harrier (Circus cyaneus). We did not see the satellite-
tagged individual. 

Photo: Karel Poprach 
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20:30-02:30 

Location: accommodation, Jóna-tanya, Kunpeszér, Hungary 

Objective: To present foreign experts’ studies for the group. 

 

 
 

Activities:  Showing presentations, exchange of views. 
Presentations:  

Photo: Andras Kovacs 

Photo: Zoltán Turny 
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- Michal Noga, Vladimir Nemcek: Montagu’s Harrier in Slovakia 
- Karel Poprach: Protection and distribution of Montagu's harrier in Olomouc 

district, Czech Republic. 
- Piotr Debowski: An active protection of Montagus harrier’s nests in łęczycki 

and  łowicki counties, Poland, in 2017-2019. Perspectives of collaboration with 
farmers in the future. 

- Petr Pavelcik: Czech nest-box programme for the European Roller in Kiskunság, 
Hungary. 

Results, conclusions: The foreign experts, dealing with much larger populations of MH 
in their respective countries than that of Hungary, presented numerous interesting 
detection and nature conservation methods in relation to the species. Following the 
presentations, a debate emerged about the use of wing-tags and drones, techniques that 
may hold danger for MH individuals. Because of growing number of observed foreign 
individuals in Hungary, we suggested the Slovakian experts join the international colour-
ringing scheme and start their own. 
 
 
Saturday, August 15, 2020 
08:00-12:30 

Location: Balázsi-rétek, Szabadszállás, Hungary, southern part of this Natura 2000 site 

Objective: To present a recently discovered group roosting site and inspection of a late-
nesting pair in the area. To check another pair of this roosting group. To obtain photos to 
identify the mates of the pair and possible prey items. 

Activities: Observation using binoculars, spotting scopes. Photo documentation of 
observed individuals. Analysing the behaviour of observed MHs in order to decide 
whether they bred or not. 

Results, conclusions: As we found out, no pairs have ever nested in such dense reedy 
habitat either in the Czech Republic or Slovakia, although it occurs in low number in 
Poland. We observed four adult males and one adult female. We could find a fledged MH 
so that the studied pair was successful eventually. The other pair we expected to see was 
nowhere to find and we concluded that they failed. Location specific conservation issues 
were discussed. We presented the nest fencing structure we developed.  
 
13:30-16:00 

Location: Balázsi-rétek, Szabadszállás, Hungary, north part of the Natura 2000 site 

Objective: To check the breeding status of a late-nesting pair. To collect data about the 
nest and its surroundings after the fledging. 

Activities: Nest searching, studying the vegetation based on previously recorded GPS 
coordinates. Observation using binoculars, spotting scopes. Photographing MH 
individuals. Collecting data on their behaviour to decide about the probability of their 
breeding.  

Results, conclusions: Although, we did not find the nest, owing to the GPS coordinates, 
we could examine the vegetation and collect samples too. We saw a recently fledged 
juvenile nearby and a possible second one in the distance, therefore, the nesting was 
successful fledging at least one juvenile. We also concluded that finding a nest in such 
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habitat is extremely hard so that we have to come up with some other method to do so. 
Based on the experience of our foreign colleagues, we discussed about the decision 
criteria of nest-searching as well as potential risks and results involved.  
 
16:00 – Official closing of the workshop.  
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